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Desiree’s Baby
	Desiree’s Baby is a story written by Kate Chopin. The story is based in Louisiana at a time when white superiority reigned and being black meant slavery. It is about a girl, Desiree, with an obscure background who gets married by a man from one of the most prominent families in Louisiana, Monsieur Armand Aubigny. Shortly after their son is born, his skin color starts changing to black which means that one of his parents must be black. Armand foists the burden of being black on to Desireeeven though he knows that it was his mother who was black. 
	When Desiree first discovers that her son is black, she is hysterical. She knows the burden that comes with being black and she knows that the discovery will change her life and that of her son forever. She is frightened by the realization to the point that she is unable to speak or move(Chopin, 3). When she confronts her husband to ask him what it means that the child is black, Armand tells her that she is black. He uses her unknown background to make up her race even though she is fairer than he is. Additionally, he is in possession of a letter from his mother to his father that states that his mother was the one who was black (Chopin, 5). Therefore he is the reason why their child turned out to be black.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As evidenced by their rushed courtship, it is likely that Armand had been preparing for the possibility that his offspring would be black and had chosen Desiree as his wife due to her obscure back ground. Before they were married Monsieur Valmonde had suggested that Armand consider Desiree’s unknown background but he had claimed not to care as he would give her his name(Chopin, 2). There is also the fact that his passion for Desiree seemed to have developed in a day and yet he had known her since he was a boy of eight years old (Chopin, 2). Before that day, he had not shown any interest in Desiree.
In addition, he stored the letter from his mother in the same box as the letters that Desiree had sent him during their espousal which shows that he had known of the letter during their courtship and consequent marriage.His knowledge of the letter’s existence accounts for his sudden interest in Desiree and the rush that he put on the wedding preparations(Chopin, 2). He must have known that there was a possibility that his child might turn out to be black and devised a plan to marry Desiree whose origins were unknown so it would be easy for him to claim that she was the one who was black.
	In essence, Armand foisted the burden of being black on to his wife at a time when the black race was said to bear the curse of slavery. He had evidence, a letter from his mother to his father that proved that he was the one whose mother was black and yet he lied to Desiree when he insisted that she must be the one who is black. He uses Desiree’s unknown origins as the basis for his claims and tells her to leave his house. It is possible that Armand chose to marry Desiree without investigating her origins because he knew his background and that there was a possibility of their children turning out to be black. Eventually, Desiree commits suicide in the bayou because she is unable to bear the burden of the race that her husband has constructed for her.
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